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ighlight some key events in the coming
months. A significant highlight is our Annual 1 am deeply grateful for the continued support and
Celebration for the Three Hierarchs, a dedication from all of you—our parents, staff, and
cherished tradition that honors the great pillars students. Together, we have built a nurturing and
of education and faith— Saint Basil the Creat, inspiring Wwwe our ch;lﬁenm
Saint Cregory the Theologian, and Saint John HL;?W ind grow as proud members
Chrysostom. This event serves as a reminder of (())f;; r mm i Triada. 9 wish
the values of wisdom, knowledge, and love for pTE O i W
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VPCOMING EVENTS

03-10th February Progress Reports release
12-17th February Parents Evenings

22nd February, Mother Language Festival REP
9th March Annual Memorial Pallikarides %
Afxentiou

10th March Royal Commonwealth Day Service
22nd March Annual Celebration 25th March 182]
29th March Mother’s Day Afternoon TEA
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

o

COMMONWEALTH
DAY 3SERVICE
oTUDENT GROUP

The students selected this

ear to participate in the
nnual Commonwealth

Day Service which will be

held in London at
Westminster Abbey on
Monday 10th March are the
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On January 6th, Greece and Cyprus celebrute
Theophany, also known as the Feast of the
Epiphany or Ta Fota. This important Christian
holiday marks the baptism of Jesus Christ in the
Jordan  River and  symhbolises  spiritual
enlightenment.

One of the most striking traditions of Theophany
is the Blessing of the Waters. In coustal towns;
lakes, and, rivers, priests throw o cross into the
wauter, and brove swimmers dive in to retrieve it.
The one who finds the cross is said to receive a
special blessing for the year ahead. This ritual
signifies. the. purification, of hoth people and
natuwre.

Ancther tradition is the Great Blessing of the
Waters in homes and churches, where holy wuater
is' sprinkled to bring protection and renewul. The
day alsoc marks the end of the Christmas
celebrations.

Theophany is a deeply spiritual and cultural
event, bringing communities together to honour
faith, renewal, and the power of light over
darkness.

THEOPHANY: CELEBRATING THE
BLESSING OF THE WATERS
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Three Holy Hierarchs

The Feast of the Three Hierarchs, celebrated on January 30th, honors three great saints. of the Eastem Orthodox

Church: Saint Basil the Great; Saint Gregory the Theologian, and Saint John Chrysostom. These revered, figures;
known as the "Three Holy Hierarchs,” are celebrated, for their profound contributions to Christian theology, their
commitment to-education, and. their charitable works.

Saint Basil the Great wus renowned, for his care for the poor and, his extensive writings that shaped, Christian |
monasticism. Saint Gregory the Theologian is celebrated for his theological insights: and orutory skills;
particularly in defending the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Saint John Chrysostom; known for his eloquent
The Feast of the Three Hierarchs is not only a religious celebration but also a significant cultural event in
Greece; particularly for educators: and students. Schools often. commemorute the day with special services;
speeches; and educational activities to- highlight the importance of leaming and, ethical living, inspired by % ]
lives of these three saints. <o\ go
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John CL\r\oSoS‘l'om was born in AH‘HOCL\, Su)ria. He studied Tkeolo_gx,), 'Pl-\iloSoFl-\\o,
and Rhetoric. He spoke on issues relevant to his time, and his speeches were so
excellent that he was called "Chrysostom" (Golden-mouthed). He organized meals
2 ifor thousands of poor people but also made many enemies as he criticized the
mistakes of the rulers. He was exiled and died from hardships. Today, he s
nsidered a saint by both the Orthodox and Catholic Churches.
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Qrejoru) of Nazianzus was born in Arianzus, near Nazianzus in C_aPPadocia, to
landowhihj parents. He studied 'Pl-\iloSoPl-\\o, Rhetoric, Law, and 'Pl-\ilolo_axﬁ A
Athens. Pesides laeinj a ’ckeolojian, he was 3a(so a poet. He wrote poems with
theological and moral teachings. He renounced his wealth, became a priest, and
(ater Patriarch in Constantinople. However, he quickly left the patriarchalthrone
and re‘l'u\rneol to his small Province.
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Basil the Great was born in Neocaesarea in Pontus to noble, Orthodox, and
educated parents. He studied in Constantinople and Athens, Coverihj sul:}ec{'s
like geometry, Pl\iloSoPL\v), astronomy, rhetoric, medicine, 2and grammar. He
donated 2 larje part of kis PerSovaal fortune to the poor and the church. He
alwav)s helped the poor, the l-\um_ano, and the sick, rejardless of race, relijioh, or
origin. His ife's work tncludes {-‘oumciinj the Basiliad from his wealth—a complex
for carinj for S‘l‘ranjers, Providihj med.ical care to the poor and sick, and O‘F‘Ferihj
vocationa| ’(‘rainihj to the unskilled.
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of the Three Hierarchs, a day dedicated to {aith, learning, and the
virtues of wisdom and love. The Celebration took place in the serene
atmosphere of our school's church, bringing together students, parents,
and stadd in a heartgelt tribute to the legacy of the Three Hierarchs
—Saint basil the Great, Saint Gregory the Theologian, and Saint
John Chrysostom.

The day's programme was both inspiring and upligting. Our talented
pupits recited poems with grace and congidence, relecting the timeless
teachings of the saints. Their voices &illed the Church with melodies as
they sang a beautiu! song dedicated to the Three Hierarchs, a song
that celebrated their contributions to education and spirituality.
Parents, illed with pride, admired their Children's heartelt
pergormances, showing their appreciation with warm smiles and
enthusiastic applause. The atmosphere was one of unity, reverence, and
joy—a testament to the strong bond between our schoo! Community
and the timeless values we Cherish.

On the 26th of January 2029, our school proudly Celebrated the Feast im- —



IERARCHS
ELEBRATION

Following our heartdelt celebration of the Three Hierarchs,
the gestivities continued in the school hall, where a
delight{u! lunch awaited students, parents, and stads.
The aroma of delicious dishes illed the air, Creating a
warm and welcoming atmosphere or all to enjoy.
However, this gathering was more than just @ meal. 1t
was a Celebration o excellence, tradition, and Community
Spirit. Puring the event, we proudly honoured our students
Who exceled in last year's ElMinomatheia exams, The
awards Ceremony was a moment of great pride or the
recCipients and their amities, as their hard work and
dedication were recognised and celebrated by all. Adding
0 the joyous occasion, some of our talented students
sergormed traditional Greek dances. Both bogs and girls
[took to the stage, and showcased their skills with grace
i and enthusiasm. Their pergormances Captivated the
audience, who responded with Cheers, applause, and
,' admiration. The day was a perfect blend of cultural pride
and academic oChievement, reminding us of the values we
strive to uphold as a school. We are grategul to everyone
Who Contributed to making this event so memorable and
look orward to more opportunities to celebrate the
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On Saturday, January 11, 2025, the Y3 and Y1+ classes of the
Greek School of the Holy Trinity in Birmingham visited the
Birmingham Aquarium on an educational trip full of

1] knowledge and discoveries. This visit was part of their
curriculum, with the goal of linking the excursion to the
development of vocabulary and, subsequently, written
expression, building upon the lessons they have been
taught.

The children had the opportunity to explore the enchanting
worlds of the oceans and seas while also learning about the
importance of protecting the marine environment. During
the visit, they observed various species of fish and marine
organisms up close, such as penguins, starfish, sharks,
rays, jellyfish, seahorses, and more, discovering their
unique characteristics and their role in the ecosystem.
Through educational presentations and interactive
activities, the children gained valuable knowledge about
the need to preserve marine life and protect the oceans
from pollution and overexploitation.
The visit proved to be an unforgettable experience for all
- the students, combining education with fun and
experiential learning. Furthermore, it enhanced their
vocabulary, which they will later use to develop written
texts, connecting the acquisition of knowledge with the
production of language and the cultivation of their
linguistic skills.




On the 11th of January, our students
from Nursery, Reception, Year1, and
Year 1 Advanced had the wonderful
opportunity to attend a captivating
performance of "The Snowflake' at the
Birmingham Rep Theatre. The children
were enchanted hy the magical
brought the winter wonderland to life
on stage.

The trip wus not only a delightful
culturul experience but also an
inspiring one, as it encourunged our
young learners to engage with the
arts and spark their imaginations. It
faces as they wutched the story
unfold, filled with wonder and joy.
We are gruteful for the support of owr
in making this trip a success. Such
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DANCE CLASSES
AT OUR SCHOOL

This year, our school has been proud to
host an exhilarating array of dance
classes, led by the dynamic duo, Mrs.
Sotiria.  Karafillides and Mr. Dimitris
Themistokleous. These classes have
quickly become a vibrant part of our
all ages to experience the joy of dance.

Classes are held on Mondays from
19:30 to 20:30 exclusively for our
students, ensuring they have a dedicated
time to refine their moves and express
themselves. Tuesdays offer a fantastic
mix, with sessions for children from 18:30
to 19:00, followed by a spirited class for
adults from 19:00 to 20:00. The
excitement continues on  Satwdays,
where the energy is palpable as school
children participate in two age-group-
specific sessions from 14:00 to 15:00,
from 15:00 to 16:00.

It has been truly inspiring to witness.
the growth and enthusiasm surrounding
these classes. Both children and adults
are not only improving their dance skills
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That the country with the most ' -

A h b WA w castles in Europe is
CZECH REPULBLIC?
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So, just how many castles are "he
in the Czech Republic? The castle
count is Truly astonishing, as the

country is home To over 1,000
castles and chateaux! €ach cstle has
its own unique Story To Ttell and
offers visitors a glimpse into the
past.

Exploring these architectural gems
provides a fascinating insight into
the country’s cultural heritage and
historical significance. Some of the
most famous castles incdude the iconic
Prague Castle, Karl3tejn Castle,

Hlubokd Castle, and Cesky Krumlov
Castle.
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UNITED KINGDOM

ights Respecting School [V
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= RIGHTS
1) RESPECTING
SCHOOLS

<ol ertictle 8

Afticte s - every child has
the right to an identity, an
official record of who they
are, which includes their
name,,nationality and
' fa/nhi\ly relations.

/

Article 8 emphasizes the right of the children to
identity, including nationality, name and family rela
unlawful interference. This article is crucial because i es that
children’s personal identity remains intact, protecting
arbitary or unjust disruptions that could harm their sense of
belonging and stability. It also safequards the children’s right to
know and be cared for by their parents, which is essential for their
emotional, social and psychological development.




